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Workers take over Cards stadium 


With team in Florida, 8-month project 
starts by emptying and gutting facility 


Jake Lourim 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Throughout the fall, the Louisville 
football team played its 2017 season as 
cranes towered above the field, slowly 
continuing the $63 million construction 


project on Papa John’s Cardinal Stadi- 
um. 

That construction is no longer in the 
background. 

As the Cardinals’ season winds 
down, two more cranes have edged onto 
the north end zone. The number of 
workers on site has multiplied. The 


Messer Construction Company, led by 
senior project manager Jason Larkin, 
has begun a two-week process of mov- 
ing papers, lights and furniture out of 
the Howard Schnellenberger Complex 
to gut the interior and rebuild it. 

After the Cards left for their bowl 
game in Jacksonville on Monday, the 
contractors could start their busiest 
work. They will clear out the team’s 
complex, moving the weight room next 
door to the Trager Center and dispersing 
offices throughout the rest of the stadi- 


um, turn the water and power off and 
begin “gutting everything,” Larkin said. 
The Louisville athletic department 
and the construction company have a 
contract to complete the project in the 
next eight months, before the start of 
next season. Larkin’s goal is to finish by 
the beginning of training camp in July. 
The builders could not put a crane on 
the field or perform any substantial con- 
struction on the Schnellenberger Com- 
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Louisville’s three toll bridges draw about 82,000 drivers each day. RiverLink collected $71.5 million between December 2016 and November. MATT STONE/COURIER JOURNAL 


RiverLink: Work to do in Year 2 


Billing system, ‘leakage rate’ to get attention by authority 


Justin Sayers and Darcy Costello 
Louisville Courier Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Millard Graybeal’s last time crossing 
a tolled bridge is easy to remember. 

He used the Lewis and Clark Bridge 
in Louisville’s East End to visit his sister 
in Shelbyville, Indiana. It was the last 
time he saw her before she died. 

Almost a year later, he has not re- 
ceived a bill in the mail, even after call- 
ing twice to check on it. In the months 
since, he has avoided using the three 
tolled bridges that connect his city to 
Southern Indiana. 

“I really would like to get the bill and 


Frustrated drivers like Graybeal have 
pointed to a number of issues during the 
first year of RiverLink tolling on the Ohio 
River, including long customer-service 
wait times, difficulties getting and pay- 
ing their bills, and confusion over the 
general requirements and uses oftoll 
transponders. 

But while their voices have been 
loud, officials contend those customers 
represent a small portion of bridge us- 
ers, suggesting the “vast majority” are 
crossing the Ohio River on tolled bridges 
with no trouble. 

Still, some minor tweaks to the $2.3 
billion Ohio River Bridges project are in 
store for Year 2, said RiverLink spokes- 


HOW TO CONTACT 
CUSTOMER SERVICE 

By phone: 1-855-RIV-LINK (748-5465) 
By email: riverlink.inquiry@riverlink.com 


In person: Two physical customer ser- 
vice locations are open 7 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 8 a.m.-2 
p.m. Saturday. In Jeffersonville, at 103 
Quartermaster Court, and in downtown 
Louisville, 400 E. Main St. 


“I really would like to get the 
bill and pay the doggone 
thing so I can get it off my 
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S pay the doggone thing so I can get it off RiverLink hopes to get more drivers woman Mindy Peterson, witha “get well mind.” 
Q my mind,” said Graybeal, who lives in using its transponders in the coming Millard Graybeal 
Hikes Point in Louisville. year. COURTESY OF RIVERLINK See RIVERLINK, Page 10A Driver who se haere a year for his RiverLink bill 
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Home of the Week 


Country comfort sets apart this warm and welcoming 
Avondale home. 1D 


Weather 


High 29° X Low 10° 
Cloudy. Forecast, 2A 


@ usa TODAY 


The weather may be frigid right now, but 2017 was a 
hot year around the world. 1B 


